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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Pundits say that, though the Internet has brought people closer digitally, it has separated them personally.

I say the Internet has also separated people digitally.

In the days of individual online services - CompuServe, GEnie, Delphi - each forum had a bevy of chat rooms in which to find its users.  Conglomerations of like-minded individuals were commonplace.

That opportunity for community has been attacked from two fronts.  First, the Internet has grown almost faster than the number of people using it.  Though there are now millions of surfers, there are more places to attract them and fewer focal points in which they may gather.  Second, the rise of "instant message" technology has allowed individuals who know each other to communicate directly.  Rarely do they engage in venues with multiple people, let alone in an environment where strangers may come and go - thus eliminating the possibility of those strangers becoming friends.

It's times like this I'm glad to have Syndicomm - a place where everyone knows your name.

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/about/buddyprogram.html>, the Gamebits forum, and the Prolific Quill forum, respectively, for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Thomas Compter     RPG
Showbits            SHOWBITS      840   Ken Gagne          SHOWBITS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Macintosh
Page 605
Keyword: MAC
------------
Tiger's latest upgrade, Mac OS X 10.4.3, is out, marking one of the most exhaustive Mac OS updates ever, with more than 500 bug fixes.  Is it finally time to take the plunge and upgrade from Panther?  Visit Category 9, Topic 3: The Future of Mac OS X, as we dissect the changes in this latest revision.

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
As the year draws to a close, the gang over at A2 continues to make sure the curtain doesn't close on the first super successful microcomputer family.   From special guests in conference like Mike Harvey of Nibble magazine and Earl  Evans of Retrobits (see Category 2, Topic 37 for the transcripts to these chats) to the coming issue of Juiced.GS (Category 23, Topic 2), Apple II fanatics around the world continue to celebrate in Syndicomm A2.  Come join us for yet more about this vintage computer line.

Showbits
Page 840
Keyword: SHOWBITS
-----------------
Lest we forget the origins of cinema, this month we're discussing community theater, the demise of which has been greatly exaggerated.  In Category 51, Topic 1: General Discussion of Live Theater, we look at what shows draw us to the theater and what benefits this medium has over film.  Meanwhile, the curtain has gone down on the "Star Wars" prequel trilogy with the DVD release of "Episode III: Revenge of the Sith".  Now that homeowners have access to all six films at their leisure, in what order should they be watched?  Debate the impact the prequels have on the remaining films in Category 35, Topic 17: Star Wars Episode III.

Role-Playing Games
Page 833
Keyword: RPG
------------
In pursuit of polyglot, partial players may profess the perdition of proficiency.  There are multiple interpretations of how many languages a human or demihuman can learn, based on their background, profession, and intelligence.  Which set makes sense, and why?  Examine the different methodologies and reasonings behind the lingual aspects of various editions of D&D in Category 12, Topic 5: Campaign-specific Rules.

Singles
Page 910
Keyword: SINGLES
----------------
Singles, Christians, Republicans - there's an online dating service for everyone.  Now another group can count themselves among the counted: farmers.  In Category 10, Topic 2: Where to Meet People, and Category 10, Topic 4: Online Dating, we marvel at the the unique approaches farmers take to finding a partner - or, in Category 11, Topic 4: Taking the next step, how they respond once they've found that special someone.  Corny, no?

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
You don't have to go to a comic book specialty store to enjoy this visual medium; all you need do is pick up a newspaper that isn't the Wall Street Journal.  In Category 64, Topic 1: General Discussion of Other Comics, we reminisce about the wonderful "Calvin & Hobbes", recently compiled into three hardcover compendia.  Other classic comics, like "Peanuts" and "The Far Side", belong here as well.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2005 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
